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Sunday of Orthodoxy

• 9:10 am-Hours
• 9:30 am-Divine Liturgy followed by

Rite of Orthodoxy (procession with
the holy icon).

Heb. 11:24-26,32-12:2 John. 1:43-51

Wednesday, March 24
• 5:45 pm - Confession
• 6:00 pm - Presanctified Liturgy.

Thursday, March 25
Annunciation of Most Holy Theotokos

•9:10-Hours
• 9:30 - Vesperal Divine Liturgy.

Friday, March 26
• 6:00 pm-Akathist to the Divine Passion

Saturday, March 27
Memorial Saterday

• 5:00 pm - Great Vespers followed by
Panikhida.

Sunday, Mv-nb "$>,
•9:10-Hours
1 9:30 - Divine Liturgy.

WEEKLY BIBLE MESSAG
The Sunday of Orthodoxy is the first Sunday of Great Lent The
dominant theme of this Sunday since 843 has been that of the
victory of the icons. In that year the iconoclastic controversy,

which had raged on and off since 726, was finally laid to rest, and
icons and their veneration were restored on the first Sunday in

Lent. Ever since, this Sunday has been commemorated as the
"Triumph of Orthodoxy.
The Seventh Ecumenical Council dealt predominantly with the
controversy regarding icons and their place in Orthodox worship.
It was convened in Nicaea In 787 by Empress Irene at the request

of Tarasios, Patriarch of Constantinople. The Council was attended
by 367 bishops.
Almost a century before this, the iconoclastic controversy had
once more shaken the foundations of both Church and State In the

Byzantine empire. Excessive religious respect and the ascribed
miracles to icons by some members of society, approached the
point of worship (due only to God) and idolatry. This instigated

excesses at the other extreme by which icons were completely

taken out of the liturgical life of the Church by the Iconoclasts. The
Iconophiles, on the other-hand, believed that icons served to
preserve the doctrinal teachings of the Church; they considered
Icons to be man's dynamic way of expressing the divine through

art and beauty.
The Council decided on a doctrine by which icons should be
venerated but not worshipped. In answering the Empress1

invitation to the Council, Pope Hadrian replied with a letter In

which he also held the position of extending veneration to icons
but not worship, the last befitting only God. The decree of the

Council for restoring icons to churches added an important clause
which still stands at the foundation of the rationale for using and
venerating icons in the Orthodox Church to this very day: "We
define that the holy icons, whether in colour, mosaic, or some
other material, should be exhibited in the holy churches of God,

on the sacred vessels and liturgical vestments, on the walls,
furnishings, and in houses and along the roads, namely the
icons of our Lord God and Saviour Jesus Christ, that of our

Lady the Theotokos, those of the venerable angels and
those of all saintly people. Whenever these representations
are contemplated, they will cause those who look at them

to commemorate and love their prototype. We define also

that they should be kissed and that they are an object of
veneration and honour (timitiki proskynisis), but not of real

worship (latreia), which is reserved for Him Who Is the

subject of our faith and is proper for the divine nature. The

veneration accorded to an icon Is in effect transmitted to
the prototype; he who venerates the icon, venerated in it

the reality for which it stands".
An Endemousa (Regional) Synod was called in
Constantinople in 843. Under Empress Theodora. The
veneration of Icons was solemnly proclaimed at the Hagia
Sophia Cathedral. The Empress, her son Michael III,
Patriarch Methodlos, and monks and clergy came in
procession and restored the icons in their rightful place.
The day was called "Triumph of Orthodoxy." Since that
time, this event Is commemorated yearly with a special
service on the first Sunday of Lent, the "Sunday of

Orthodoxy".
Orthodox teaching about icons, as defined at the Seventh

Ecumenical Council of 787, is embodied in the texts sung on

this Sunday.

We pray for all our fellow parishioners, and we pray especially

for those who are incapable of being with us in church. Please

keep in your prayers our Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

Genevieve Bobenko, Barbara Bogart, Michael Bzik, Mary Ann

Dolak, Dorothy Fabian, Barbara Kary, Margaret Kovalycsik,

Kathleen Lazorczyk, Dennis Maixner, Marian Nagel, Helen

Rahnefeld, Anna Rozanovich, Maryann Sytagen, Patricia

Galley.

Happy Birthday go out this week to Genevieve
Bobenko - March 22. May God continue to
enrich her life with the fullness of joy and
happiness for many years - Mnogaya Lyeta!

* Deanery Sunday Lenten Mission Vespers
should not yet be scheduled this year. Sunday
Lenten Vespers may be served in individual
parishes, while observing all current safety
protocols.

* On Sunday evening, March 21, at 5:00 PM,
His Eminence Archbishop Michael will
celebrate Vespers for the Triumph of Orthodoxy,
at Holy Trinity Church, Elmira Heights, New
York. He service will be live-streamed on the
parish's Facebook and YouTube pages.
www.facebook.com/htocelmiraheights or
https://www. youtube.com/channel/UCIeYZV
1JQD lOcCparcSAkg .
Because we are not holding area-wide events for
the Sunday of Orthodoxy this year, His
Eminence hopes that all the faithful who are not
able to attend an Orthodoxy Sunday celebration
in their area will be encouraged by this live-
streamed service, as we continue our Lenten
journey together!

* FOCA Virtual Youth Lenten Retreat Sunday,
April 1 1 , 2021 4pm - 7pm ET on online - Zoom
Link provided after online registration.
Calling all Orthodox Youth - grades K-12! Join
Archpriest Timothy Hojnicki and Archpriest
Benjamin Tucci via Zoom on Sunday, April 1 1
from 4-7pm EST as they remind us the pathway
to the Feast of Feasts - OUR LORD'S
RESURRECTION! For registration and more
info, go to nynjoca.org.


